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Protecting Lives

UENRD Takes Positive Steps
to Preserve Economics and
Water Resources

The Upper Elkhorn NRD Board of
Directors held a public hearing June
25, 2009. This hearing was to discuss
the proposed LB 483 Rules and Re-
gulations as they pertained to the
portion of the UENRD that lies within
the Lower Platte River Basin. On
December 16, 2008, Brian Dunnigan,
Director of the Nebraska Department
of Natural Resources preliminarily
determined that the Lower Platte
River Basin was fully appropriated.
As a result of the designation, nine
NRDs including the Upper Elkhorn
NRD questioned the results of the
evaluation.

The NRDs commissioned a third
party review of the data and statutes
used to make the determination.
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The information uncovered by the
third party review was then present-
ed to the Department of Natural
Resources at a public hearing held
March 12 in Fremont.

This review raised concerns
regarding the scientific data used in
the evaluation and the interpretation
of the statutes also used in the eval-
uation. This review questioned the
interpretation of DNR statutes and
Rules and Regulations used in the
evaluation, data used to calibrate
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UENRD QUICK FACTS:

UENRD encompasses 3,000 sq.
miles or 1,954,560 acres
District Population - 18,764

6835 Registered Wells

Certified over 1,600 Producers
in Nitrogen Management

In FY 08-09

¢ Planted 65,828 Conservation
tree seedlings

¢ |nstalled over 54 miles of
Conservation Weed Mulch

e Distributed $121,413 in Cost
Share to local Cooperators
for Conservation Trees, Irri-
gation Water Mgt, Pasture
Planting, Planned Grazing
Systems, Domestic Water
Quality, Water Well Decom-
missioning, Flowmeters &
Deep Soil Sampling

Protecting the Future ——

the ELM Model and whether or not
the science could be replicated in
the evaluation.

Brian Dunnigan, DNR Director,
issued an Order of Final Deter-
mination, on April 8, 2009 that the
Lower Platte River Basin was not fully
appropriated. However, due to the
passage of LB 483, April 6, 2009, new
restrictions have been issued for the
basin. As a result of the new
legislation, the Lower Platte River
Basin remains under a stay for new
high capacity well development or
the increase of irrigated acres. LB
483 does allow for limited ground or
surface water development if a
designation of preliminary or fully-
appropriated is lifted; and, allows
the affected Natural Resources
Districts 120 days to develop rules
and regulations for the expansion of
ground water consumptive uses.

Protecting Our Natural Resources for Future Generations




Your Upper Elkhorn NRD

Positive Steps continued.......
The Upper Elkhorn NRD Board of Directors held a public hearing

2009 to discuss the proposed LB 483 Rules and Regulations developed for the

portion of the UENRD that lies within the Lower Platte River Basin.
ground water development (use) being proposed was reviewed and

limited to 2500 acres annually for years 2009-2012. The protocol and ranking

Nebraska’s NRDs

e Protecting Your Health

June 25, through Water Quality
SRS © Protecting Your Taxes
would be through Local Control

e Protecting Our Natural

system for the expansion of these annual acres was also reviewed. Following R for Fut
the review of the rules and regulations, testimony was recorded in support, esourcgs or Future
opposition and neutral positions. Tim Knuth, UENRD Director, testified in Generations

favor of the proposed LB 483 Rules and Regulations with no other testimony

offered by the public. The UENRD, adopted their LB 483 Rules and

Regulations on July 27, 2009 and will now along with the other Lower Platte Created by the Nebraska
River Basin NRDs submit their rules and regulations to DNR for approval and Legislature in 1969 with the

begin accepting applications for the expansion of acres in October.
Nebraska Department of Natural Resources will also be developing

that allows for the development of 834 surface water acres annuallv.

Nebraska Environmental Trust Awards
Grant to UENRD for Protecting Water

The UENRD would like to announce that it
has received $35,000 from the Nebraska
Environmental Trust (ET) for the Irrigation
Water Management Monitoring Program. These
funds will be used to assist irrigators who are
currently involved in the UENRD groundwater
quality or quantity monitoring programs to
install flowmeters on their irrigation systems.
This will provide additional data for the NRD
and their ongoing effort to improve the Elkhorn

Loup Model and compare water pumped across the d]StI’]Ct to the average

static water levels.
Partnering with the Environmental Trust and combining funding

'I_'he. passage of LB 1356, Nebraska’s
criteria NRDs began operating on July 1,
1972. NRDs were formed using
Nebraska’s 13 major river basins
to offer local solutions to local
problems. Locally elected
officials establish District policies
to address the needs of our
specific area. This unique form
of local government assures that
the concerns of the upper reaches
of the Elkhorn River Basin are
addressed by the people being
affected. Locally led
conservation for your future.
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Locally funded through property
is another taxes and customer sales, the

way for the NRD to protect our water resources and remain responsible to the [ERaRACIUINLORCCIINFEEREY

District taxpayers.

UENRD Installs 3 New Monitoring Wells to
Continue Protecting Water Resources

County on the Doolittle Ranch. This

quality and quantlty of the water resources in the
NRD. The more information collected will result in
better decision making for our water resources and
economic development. These types of wells are
instrumental in calibrating the Elkhorn Loup Model
in determining impacts of the hydrologically
connected groundwater and surface water.
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maintain a responsible budget to
lessen the property tax burdens
of its friends and neighbors. This
has been accomplished by obtain-
ing additional funding through the
Nebraska Environmental Trust and

The Upper Elkhorn NRD has added 3 new the Dept of Environmental Quality
monitoring wells to its network of fifty-six. A 319 Grants. The 08-09 budget
shallow well, a medium well and a deep well requests only 2.42 cents per $100

¥ have been installed in southwestern Holt of valuation for a total of

native $478,682 which is less than one

sandhills area was chosen because of its quarter of the total budget.
limited irrigation development. These wells
will provide additional data regarding the

The Upper Elkhorn NRD Board of
Directors meet on the 4™ Monday
of every month at the Upper
Elkhorn NRD Office in O’Neill, un-
less otherwise noted in the public
notice. Everyone is welcome to
attend and share their thoughts
or concerns for our natural
resources.
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