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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Established in 1902, the Bureau of Reclamation is best known for the dams, powerplants, and canals it constructed in the 17 western states.
The mission of the Bureau of Reclamation is to manage, develop, and protect water and related resources in an environmentally and economically sound manner in the interest of the American public. 



WaterSMART Program Overview

« WaterSMART Program is an umbrella

program composed of multiple Federal - Growing
financial assistance opportunities. .
o Populations
* Increases water supply reliability through

investments and attention to local water
conflicts

Restoration
Needs

« Supports water conservation and water
management improvements to help meet
competing demands for water

* Leverages Federal and non-Federal funding
» Relies on collaboration with stakeholders to - | Drought
develop local solutions to water supply g L
issues

« $2.1 billion boost & new authority from BIL




WaterSMART Program Grants

Building a Foundation

On-the-Ground Projects

Planning

Drought Contingency Plans

Cooperative Watershed Management

Program

Water Strategy & Project Design
Grants (or most types of water
management projects)

Water Conservation Field Services
Program

Basin Studies

Aquatic Ecosystems Restoration
Projects

Water Recycling and
Desalination Planning

y

Science and Tools‘

Applied Science
Tools

Drought Resiliency
Projects

Basin Studies

Drought Resiliency Projects

Water and Energy Efficiency
Grants

Small-Scale Water Efficiency
Projects

Environmental Water
Resources Projects

Title XVI
Large Scale Water Recycling
Water Desalination

Aquatic Ecosystems
Restoration Projects




WaterSMART Program Basics

Most WaterSMART activities are grant programs
Generally a 50% non-Federal cost share is required for grants under WaterSMART

Applicants include entities such as states, tribes, cities, water districts, irrigation districts, watershed
groups, non-profits, and flood control districts within the 17 Western United States and Territories, AK,
HI, and Puerto Rico

Funding is allocated through annual competitive processes




Planning & Project Design

Eligible Projects

* Water Strategy Grants
1. Water Marketing Strategies
2. Water Supply Strategies
3. River Restoration Strategies

* Project Design Grants
1. Environmental Water Resources Projects
2. Water Management and Conservation Projects
3. Drought Resiliency Projects

* Drought Contingency Planning
1. Development of comprehensive drought plans
2. Update to drought plans

Funding
« Up to $400,000 for projects that can be completed
in 2-3 years

* Non-Federal Cost Share: 0%, 25% or 50%,
dependent on project type

New i
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Drought Resiliency Projects

Eligible Projects

* Projects to increase water supply
reliability through infrastructure
improvements, groundwater recharge
and recovery, and decision support tools
& modeling

« Up to $5 million in federal funds per project
* Non-Federal Cost Share: 50% or greater

« Domestic water supply projects for
Tribes or disadvantagec’ocommunities
that do not currently have reliable water
supplies

« Up to $10 million in Federal funds. Total
project costs not to exceed $10 million

* Non-Federal Cost Share: 5% but can request
waiver
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Water Reclamation, Reuse, and
Desalination Funding Opportunities

Title XVI Authorized Projects

Title XVI WIIN Act Water Reclamation and & o
Reuse Projects 2

* Projects that reclaim and/or reuse
municipal, industrial, and agricultural
wastewater; or impaired ground and
surface waters

Desalination Construction

 Ocean or brackish water desalination
projects

Large-Scale Water Recycling Projects

* Projects that reclaim and/or reuse
municipal, industrial, and agricultural
wastewater; or impaired ground and
surface waters, with a total project cost of
$500 million or more



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Title XVI of P.L. 102-575, as amended, provides authority for Reclamation’s water recycling and reuse program.

Under this program we typically fund:
 
Projects that treat impaired surface or groundwater for potable reuse
Projects that treat wastewater for agricultural, industrial, environmental, or landscape use, and
Direct and indirect potable reuse projects
 
In order to be funded under the program your project must be located in one of the States or territories identified in the Reclamation Act (which includes the 17 Western States), or your project can be located in Hawaii
 
There are two ways for a project to be eligible under the Title XVI Program
 
This first is for a project to have a specific congressional authorization
 
This was the historic way to receive funding under the program
Although we haven’t seen additional authorizations since 2009, there was a total of 53 projects authorized.
The 53 authorized projects are listed on the Bureau of Reclamation’s Title XVI website
 
The second way to become eligible for Title XVI Funding is through the WIIN Act (which stands for Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act)
 
In 2016, the WIIN Act included amendments to the Title XVI Program to allow new reclamation and reuse projects to compete for funding without a specific congressional authorization.
 
To become eligible under through the WIIN Act, you must first:
 
Submit a feasibility study in accordance with Reclamation Directives and Standards WTR 11-01. These directives and standards can be found online, and Section 3 includes the requirements for feasibility studies. Once your study is complete, submit it to your regional coordinator and they will assemble a review team to get the process initiated. Contact information for the Title XVI Regional Coordinators is on the Bureau of Reclamation’s Title XVI website. For projects in Southern California, you will submit the study directly to me, and my contact information is at the end of these slides.

Per the Directives and Standards, the Bureau of Reclamation has up to 90 days to respond to your study – either by requesting additional information or recommending it for approval. The entire process should take no longer than 180 days.

Once a feasibility study for your project is approved, it is eligible to apply for funding through the competitive process.
 
The maximum Federal cost share for a Title XVI project is 25% of project costs, up to $20 million.
 
Large Scale Eligible Projects
Reclaim and reuse of municipal, industrial, domestic, or agricultural wastewater; or impaired groundwater or surface water
Total project cost of $500 million or more
Located in a Reclamation state

Funding
75% non-Federal cost share required

Next Slide 





Applied Science Grants

Eligible Projects
* Improve or enhance modeling capabilities

* Improve or adapt forecasting tools and
technologies

* Improve access to and use of water
resources data

Funding
« 25%-50% non-Federal cost share required
« Up to $400k for a 2-year project

Eligible Applicants

 Entities with water delivery authority can
partner with universities, non-profits, and
research institutes
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Presentation Notes
Eligible applicants: states, tribes, irrigation districts, water districts, universities, nonprofit research institutions, organizations with water or power delivery authority, or nonprofit organizations



Aquatic Ecosystem New in

Restoration Projects = Fv23
Ellglble Projects

Funds the study, design, and construction of
large-scale aquatic ecosystem restoration and
protection projects

*  Projects should improve habitat or fish
passage, including through the removal or
bypass of fish barriers

«  Prioritizes projects that provide regional
benefits (across multiple basins), are a
component of an aging infrastructure strategy,
or benefit an underserved community

Funding Levels
« Task A: Planning and Design: $500,000-$2 million
 Task B: Construction: $3 million-$20 million

* Minimum 35% Non-Federal Cost Share required
for both Task areas.
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Environmental Water
Resources Projects

Eligible Project Types

«  Water conservation and efficiency projects that
increase reliability for ecological values or
watershed health

«  Water management and Infrastructure
Improvements to benefit ecological values and
watershed health

«  Watershed management or restoration
projects benefitting ecological values or
watershed health

*  Projects to improve the condition of a natural
feature or nature-based feature

Funding

* Non-Federal Cost Share: 25% to 50%
* Funding Level: Up to $3 million 3 years

*Section 40907 of the BIL (Multi-Benefit Projects to Improve
Watershed Health) will be implemented through the EWRP
starting in FY23*




Water and Energy
Efficiency Grants

Eligible Project Types
« Water Conservation Projects
« Canal lining/piping
* Municipal metering
 Irrigation flow measurement

» Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition and
Automation (SCADA)

* Landscape irrigation measures
» High-Efficiency Indoor Appliances and Fixtures
« Commercial Cooling Systems
» Renewable Energy Projects
* Hydropower
* Solar, wind energy

Funding
* Funding Group I: Up to $500k in 2 years
« Funding Group Il: Up to $2 million in 3 years
« Funding Group Ill: Up to $5 million in 3 years
* Non-Federal Cost Share: 50% or greater




Small-Scale Water
Efficiency Projects

Eligible Project Types

Canal lining/piping
Municipal metering
Irrigation flow measurement

Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition and
Automation (SCADA)

Landscape irrigation measures
High-Efficiency Indoor Appliances and Fixtures
Commercial Cooling Systems

Funding

Up to $100k in Reclamation funds
Maximum total project costs of $225k per project
Non-Federal Cost Share: 50% or greater

Evaluation Criteria

Simplified evaluation criteria
Benefits to applicant
Previous planning efforts supporting the project




Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Funding for
WaterSMART & Aquatic Ecosystems

WaterSMART Programs Receiving Infrastructure Funding

Program Area

Funding Amount
(Over Five Years)

Activities Funded

WaterSMART Grants $400 million Water conservation and efficiency,
renewable energy, natural and nature-
based features

Title XVI Water Reclamation and $550 million Water Recycling

Reuse Program

Desalination Projects $250 million Ocean and Brackish Water Desalination

Large Scale Water Recycling $450 million Water Recycling

Cooperative Watershed $100 million Watershed planning and restoration

Management Program projects for watershed groups

Aquatic Ecosystems Restoration $250 million Aquatic ecosystem restoration and

and Protection Projects protection projects to improve habitat

Multi-Benefit Projects to Improve $100 million Restoration projects to improve

Watershed Health

watershed health




Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Funding for
WaterSMART |

256 Projects

Federal Funding
$17.5M
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Funding
$655.7M
Non-Federal Funding
$1.4B

Total Project Costs
$2.1B




WaterSMART Schedule

Funding Opportunity

Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Program
Applied Science Grants
Planning and Project Design

=  Water Strategy Grants

= Project Design Grants

= Drought Contingency Planning
Drought Resiliency Projects
Cooperative Watershed Management Phase 1
Large Scale Water Recycling Projects

Title XVI Authorized Projects

Title XVI WIIN Act Water Reclamation and Reuse Projects
Desalination Construction

Environmental Water Resources Projects

Water and Energy Efficiency Grants

Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects

Expected July 2024
Expected September 2024
August 7, 2023

Expected June 2024
August 7, 2023
September 7, 2023

September 28, 2023
Expected April 2024

November 12, 2023
November 2, 2023

Post Date Close Date

Expected September 2024
Expected February 2025
May 21, 2024

Expected September 2024
September 3, 2024

March 29, 2024
September 30, 2024
September 30, 2024

Expected June 2024
October 30, 2024
July 9, 2024
January 14, 2025
July 8, 2025




		Funding Opportunity

		Post Date

		Close Date



		Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Program

		Expected July 2024

		Expected September 2024



		Applied Science Grants

		Expected September 2024

		Expected February 2025



		Planning and Project Design

· Water Strategy Grants

· Project Design Grants

· Drought Contingency Planning

		August 7, 2023

		May 21, 2024



		Drought Resiliency Projects

		Expected June 2024

		Expected September 2024



		Cooperative Watershed Management Phase 1

		August 7, 2023

		September 3, 2024



		Large Scale Water Recycling Projects

		September 7, 2023

		March 29, 2024

September 30, 2024



		Title XVI Authorized Projects

		September 28, 2023

		September 30, 2024



		Title XVI WIIN Act Water Reclamation and Reuse Projects

		

		



		Desalination Construction

		

		



		Environmental Water Resources Projects

		Expected April 2024

		Expected June 2024



		Water and Energy Efficiency Grants

		November 12, 2023

		October 30, 2024



		Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects

		November 2, 2023

		July 9, 2024

January 14, 2025

July 8, 2025







		

	


WaterSMART Selection Process
Sample Schedule

NOFO Postin , Selection i
9 ARC Review Phase Pre-Award Phase FepeEs
Phase (12 — 16 Weeks) Phase EN e Implementation
(8-12 weeks) (6-8 Weeks) (2-3 Years)
NOFO Posted [ NOFO Closes Management Recipient provides Recipient
(January 2024) (March 2024) Review detailed budget info, Submits Annual
business practices, Performance and
final scope of work Financial Reports
(October — March
NOFO Open for ARC Reviews Selections 2024)
approximately and Ranks Announced
90 Days Proposals All Applicants are
(March 2024) (April-July Notified :
2024) (September 2024) Reclamation Awards Entity Submits
Funding (AntiCipated Final Report to
March 2025) Reclamation
[ Environmental Compliance (3-6 months) ]
N/ N N/ N A4

From NOFO Posting to Award of Funding = ~12 months >




WaterSMART Program Resources

. \I‘/l\ﬁl’;i r/S/ I\\/AV\'/A‘V\ITVTUI:LC:’ggrc?\l;?Vyg’?gSSI:ﬁ a rt | \WATERSMART DASHBOARD WATERSMART DATA VISUALIZATION

+ Previously funded applications for all - e AN .
programs ~ 275PrF T
. . . . I Sum of Federa| Funding T 7o w' /\;:?;_,./
* Interactive Data Visualization Too - Ton7s M i
° WaterSMART daShboa rd ‘ ¢ mofNon.FederalFund'"‘.? -,:‘4;5.»:;'. 1',— . =
» Funding opportunity calendar R -l _ ) e
» WaterSMART mailing list | e : RREERN <y

 Recent announcements



https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart

Reclamation / WaterSMART

WATERSMART

Water SMART WaterSMART

Contacts

The American West faces serious water challenges. Wide-spread drought,

increased populations, aging infrastructure, and environmental requirements all OPEN FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
strain existing water and hydropower resources. Adequate and safe water supplies

are fundamental to the health, economy, and security of the country. Through
WaterSMART, Reclamation will continue to work cooperatively with states, tribes,

Water and Energy
Efficiancy Grants

Water Marketing
Strategy Grants

one at this time

Small-Scale Water . ) : :
Efficiency Projects and local entities as they plan for and implement actions to increase water supply

Environmental Water rough investments to modernize existing infrastructure and avoid potential water Iggglygy Click here to view a detailed
Resources Projects cinflicts status of all current and

upcoming WaterSMART
Title XV ) . )
o Join the WaterSMART Mailing List
Desalination

funding opportunities.
Basin Studies

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY CALENDAR

You may complete this form to receive WaterSMART program notification from the WEBINAR
Baseline Assessments Bureau of Reclamation.
and Pilots GRANTS.GOW™
Reservoir Operation WaterSMART Project Selections Overview Reclamation partnered with grants.gov to
Pilots bring you this webinar to help familiarize
Applied Science Since January 2021, Reclamation has selected 255 projects to be funded with $93 ?Ours?” with the site a”d_m provide an
Grants million in WaterSMART funding, in conjunction with $314.3 million in non-Federal oVETvIEw th'.:'wlm submit a grant
Cooperative funding, across the westem states. application. View the Powerpoint

Watershed

Mananament Pranram
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Presentation Notes
Data visualization site is an interactive tool including:
Interactive maps
Featured project tours
Program growth over time
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