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BOARD MEETINGS
Board of Director Meetings are hosted 
the second Tuesday of every month at 
the South Platte NRD office located at 
551 Parkland Drive, Sidney, NE. 

BOARD MEETING DATES
December 9, 2025
January 13, 2026
February 10, 2026
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BUDGET & TAX REQUEST FOR FY 2025-2026 
APPROVED

PROJECT COMPLETE: OLIVER RESERVOIR STILLING BASIN REHABILITATION
“Stronger, more reliable, and built for the future.”
The South Platte NRD is pleased to announce the successful completion of the Oliver Reservoir Stilling Basin Rehabilitation Project.
This important infrastructure was carried out by Paul Reed Construction & Supply, Inc., and focused on improving the stilling basin–a 
critical structure designed to reduce water velocity from the primary spillway following flood events, before it flows downstream. The 
project started on September 2nd and was completed several weeks later.
Photos are available on our website. Visit www.spnrd.org and scroll down to Home of Oliver Reservoir to view the gallery. Stilling 
basins play a crucial role in preventing erosion, protecting aquatic habitats, and maintaining water quality by reducing the speed and 
energy of flowing water. Upgrading this structure ensures safer and more sustainable water management across our district.

The SPNRD Board of Directors approved the District’s budget for the 2025-2026 fiscal year and set the Final Tax Request during 
its meeting on September 9, 2025. The approved tax request is $1,460,278, representing a 5% increase over last year’s request 
of $1,386,395. However, due to a 12% increase in property valuations, the District’s tax levy rate has decreased from 0.046954 to 
0.044163–a 6% reduction.
“One large project this year is replacing some infrastructure with Oliver Dam 
which will cost $300,000,” said Galen Wittrock, SPNRD General Manager. 
“A majority of the tax dollars support a wide range of conservation benefits 
provided by the SPNRD, including water quality and quantity management, 
soil health initiatives, cost-share programs for conservation practices, 
forestry, flood reduction, recreation, and educational programs.” 
It’s important to note that less than 50% of SPNRD expenses are funded through property taxes.
The SPNRD serves Kimball, Cheyenne, and Deuel counties. For questions or more information, please contact: Galen Wittrock, General 
Manager, (308) 254-2377 or gwittrock@spnrd.org.

SPNRD EXPENDITURE HIGHLIGHTS
Category % of Total Budget

General Administration/Personnel 31%
Projects & Programs 55%
Other 14%

American avocets and northern shovelers feed on a wetland in Cheyenne County.
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SPNRD TREE ORDER FORM 2026

CONIFERS
______	 Eastern Redcedar
______	 Rocky Mountain Juniper
______	 Swiss Mountain Pine

TOTAL CONIFERS  _____

DECIDUOUS
______	 Black Walnut
______	 Bur Oak
______	 English X Live Oak
______	 Native Cottonwood
______	 Hackberry
______	 Manchurian Apricot
______	 Honeylocust
______	 Russian Olive

TOTAL DECIDUOUS  _____ 

SHRUBS
______	 American Plum
______	 Buffaloberry
______	 Caragana
______	 Chokecherry
______	 Cotoneaster
______	 Golden Currant
______	 Lilac
______	 Sand Cherry
______	 Sumac
______	 Woods Rose

TOTAL SHRUBS  _____

TOTAL BARE ROOT  _____

A. BARE ROOT-$1.20 EACH
Minimum Order of 10 per species. 

B. HEFTY ROOT-$1.85 EACH
Minimum Order of 10 per species. 
______	 Eastern Redcedar
______	 Rocky Mountain Juniper
______	 Austrian Pine
______	 Ponderosa Pine

TOTAL HEFTY ROOT  _____

C. HEFTY ROOT PLUS-$3.40 EACH
Minimum Order of 10 per species. 
______	 Austrian Pine
______	 Limber Pine
______	 Rocky Mountain Juniper
______	 Ponderosa Pine
______	 Colorado Blue Spruce
______	 Black Hills Spruce
______	 Pinyon Pine
______	 Concolor Fir

TOTAL HEFTY ROOT PLUS  _____

50% non-refundable down payment must accompany orders of 200 trees or more.  SPNRD reserves the right to collect 100% prepayment for goods and services.
A storage fee of five cents (.05¢) per tree will be added to orders not picked up by SPNRD’s assigned date.  
Contact your power company for proper planting distance from power lines and your county road superintendent for setback distance from roads.

CUSTOMER INFORMATION
Name:	 _______________________________________________________________________________________

Address:	_______________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:	 _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone:	 _______________________________________________	 Date:  ___________________________

Contractor - Name of Contractor:  ______________________________________________________________

A. TOTAL BARE ROOT	 $1.20 each	 $ ____________

B. TOTAL HEFTY ROOT	 $1.85 each	 $ ____________

C. TOTAL HEFTY ROOT PLUS   $3.40 each	 $ ____________

D. TOTAL 2-7/8” CNTR	 $7.00 each	 $ ____________

D. TOTAL 5” CNTR	 $16.00 each	 $ ____________

Subtotal					    $ ____________

Sales Tax: 7.5% Sidney			   $ ____________

		  TOTAL AMOUNT DUE	 $ ____________

Please return this form and your check to South Platte NRD:
	 Mail - PO Box 294, Sidney, NE 69162
	 Deliver - 551 Parkland Drive, Sidney
The SPNRD Office will call customers when trees are sorted 
and ready for pick up. All orders must be picked up at our 
office. Contact: Chris Kaiser (308) 254-2377/ckaiser@spnrd.org.

BARE ROOT TREES
•	 Have about 60% of their root system
•	 Roots are visible when planting
•	 Require more regular watering the first year

HEFTY ROOT TREES
•	 Have 100% of their root system. Grown/raised in a pot or 

container
•	 Roots may need to be loosened before planting to avoid 

girdling later
•	 Root system is quicker to establish in the first year

HEFTY ROOT PLUS TREES
•	 Larger root system and thicker caliper than Hefty Root BARE ROOT

JUNIPER
HEFTY ROOT

JUNIPER
HEFTY ROOT PLUS

JUNIPER

OFFICE USE
Prepayment (≥ 200 trees)

Date	 ______________
Amount	 ______________
Check No.	 ______________

Full Payment
Inventoried ______________
Amount	 ______________
Check No.	 ______________
Invoice No.	 ______________

*Please check spnrd.org/forestry for the updated form*

D. CONTAINERS ***LIMITED QUANTITIES - CONTACT SPNRD***
______	 Limber Pine (2-7/8” cntr = $7.00 each)		  ______	 American Sycamore (5” cntr = $16.00 each)

Original 09.26.25

We offer a comprehensive Tree 
and Shrub Program to assist you 
in obtaining your objectives - give 
Chris a call!
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SAVE THE DATE: WORKSHOP ON NITROGEN MANAGEMENT TOOLS FOR IRRIGATED LANDS
You’re invited to a results-focused workshop on Wednesday, December 3, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the South Platte 
Natural Resources District (SPNRD) Office, located at 551 Parkland Drive, Sidney.
This informative session will highlight key findings from this summer’s N-Time nitrogen management demonstration and provide an 
update on croplands nitrogen reduction and efficiency incentive payment programs.
What to Expect:
Gain valuable insights into how precision nitrogen application can improve crop yields, lower input costs, and protect groundwater 
quality. The workshop will feature results from a two-pivot corn plot field trial, including:
   * Yield and cost comparisons: N-Time vs. conventional nutrient practices
   * Growth trends and key takeaways
   * Best practices tailored to local conditions
   * Opportuntities for future adoption and support
Nitrogen Reduction and Efficiency Incentive Payment Programs:
In 2024, funding opportunities became available to support producers who implement practices to reduce nitrogen fertilizer application 
rates. Eligible participants may receive incentive payments of up to $15.00 per acre, with payment amounts varying based on nitrogen 
management priority areas within the NRD. Producers who have already reduced nitrogen rates and continue to maintain or improve 
these practices may also qualify for incentive payments.
This event is especially relevant for producers, landowners, and agriculture professionals in Kimball, Cheyenne, and Deuel counties.
Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP by November 26 by calling the SPNRD office at (308) 254-2377 or emailing yhruska@spnrd.org. 
Note: In case of inclement weather, the snow date is scheduled for December 10.

WATER USAGE REPORTS COMING SOON - REVIEW & STAY INFORMED
As a reminder, 2025 marks the beginning of a new districtwide groundwater allocation period. The SPNRD will mail water usage 
reports to all irrigators by January 31st. We strongly encourage both landowners and operators to review these reports carefully.
Staying informed about how many acre-inches are pumped per acre and knowing your remaining allocation is key to effective water 
management. Exceeding water allocations can result in significant penalties. This allocation period covers 2025 through 2027, with 
allocations determined approximately one year before each new period.
For complete details, please refer to the GWMA Rules and Regulations at spnrd.org or contact the SPNRD office directly.
Landowners: please verify the information is correct. If updates are needed, notify us as soon as possible. Also, check when your flow 
meter maintenance is due. If it’s time, contact your flow meter maintenance contractor.
For questions, please contact Travis Glanz, Water Resources Specialist, (308) 254-2377 or tglanz@spnrd.org.

2025 FLOW METER READINGS
Tyler Sanders, Water Resources Coordinator, has been out in the field reading flow meters.  There are approximately 1,000 meters 
throughout the District that are read September 29th - December 19th.  As the project winds down, you may see additional staff 
assisting.  If you have any questions about flow meters, please contact Sanders, (308) 254-2377 or tsanders@spnrd.org.

NEW DIRECTOR APPOINTED, HALLIGAN RECOGNIZED
The South Platte NRD welcomes Kerry Ferguson as Director for Subdistrict #1. Ferguson, who serves 
as Director of Community Relations & Foundation at Kimball Health Services and manages his family’s 
farming operation, brings both agricultural and public service experience. His father previously served 16 
years on the SPNRD Board and Kerry was the District’s Information & Education Coordinator from 1997 - 
2006. 
The Board also honored Bill Halligan with a resolution recognizing his 16 years of service. Halligan’s 
steady leadership and dedication to conserving natural resources leave a lasting impact on the District. 
The Board and staff extend sincere appreciation and best wishes for his future endeavors.Kerry Ferguson–Subdistrict 1
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Kathryn Narjes		  Chair
Chris Meyer		  Vice Chair
James C. Johnson	 Secretary
Kerry Ferguson
Timothy Maas
David Kucera
Larry L. Rutt
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Thank You for Reading
Your South Platte NRD Board and staff 
appreciate your continued interest in 
local natural resources management. 
We look forward to working with you to 
keep our soil, water, and communities 
healthy for future generations.

Galen Wittrock		  General Manager
Ryan Reisdorff		  Assistant Manager
Don Davis		  Administrative Manager
NaManet Keller		  District Secretary/Bookkeeper
Travis Glanz		  Water Resources Specialist
Chris Kaiser		  Natural Resources Conservationist
Tyler Sanders		  Water Resources Coordinator
Michelle McMillen	 NRCS/NRD Field Office Secretary-Sidney
Linda Toth		  NRCS/NRD Field Office Secretary-Kimball
Yolanda Hruska		  Information & Education Coordinator

SPNRD STAFF


