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Intensity.
:] None l:] D2 Severe Drought

:] D0 Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
| | D1 Moderate Drought |l D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condtions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/droughtmonitor.unl. edu/About.aspx
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The
battle of

Groundwater
irrigators face off
against surface
water users in
what's likley to
become a historic
water law case.

BY RACHAEL SERAVALLI

M Lincoln Journal Star

AORRILL COUNTY
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bobcats that live there — are to the
north, and miles of prairie and

farmland s .
= read
direction. 4 out in every other

It is, b
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But Rex Nielsen, wi
i : , who
Spear T with brothers Eric :::L:SSI\::;C
says it has seen better days *
i }l;lle iooks down into a depression
bt so?nn(fij?itd the bottom is a small
: dy water, lined wi
;jsui;l)dl:éxl){)gsnm& The tem[():era\t?ltrj;
S | this July day, < -
spite good rainfall in recén;mw(cjaéjkz
which 18 StUITu uee=—-o—"
That's not to say Nebraskan® haven't amcauy v

regulations and restrictions 10 guard against OVeruse of
water. '
Nebraskans understand from 2 scientific perspective
there’s a relationship between surface water and ground-
water, but as W€ as brought suit Over
Nebraska’s use of the Republican River, our legal system
is lacking on this issue. Most other states acknowledge 11
their laws the relationship between surface water and

ground water.
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‘ First-stage drought: Damage to crops
and pastures; high fire risk; low
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restrictions requested.
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fby water flow
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the weeds will
fy canals. Then
will have to de-
fe whether 10
end $70,000

l Severe drought: Crop losses likely;

very high fire risk; water shortages

common and water restrictions
imposed.

l Extreme drought: Major crop 10sses;
extreme fire danger; widespread
water shortages and restrictions.

Exceptional drought: Widespread
crop losses; exceptional fire risk;
water emergencies due to shortages
in reservoirs, streams and wells,
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the grass in Lin-
coln is lush and
green, drought is
not what comes
to mind.
But dmusjn
is on the mind of
Lh|e state em-
ployees who )
monitor Ne- myh‘g \
braskas surface distﬁct baders a“d
" farmers and state

water right sys-
government staff.

pervisor for the
Department 0
Natural Re-
SOUrces.

gand dams

are another. lrri-
gation districts
often put sand
dams in the Plat-
te River when it
is low, forcing
water across the
sand bars to the
other side of the
river and their
diversion point. The districts usual-
Jy wait until July to construct the ex-
pensive dams, SO they don't have tO
worry about a sudden spring storm
washing themout. Several dams are
already in place this year.

we'll be seeing dry wells. Water
from full irrigation canals seeps into
the earth, as does water from irti-
gated crops. That seepage feeds
nearby creeks and raises the water
table. With canals d:}' more of the
summer and irmigate water scarce,
Hayden is expecting domestic wells
to drop, some 10 £0 dry.

Little snow in Wyoming means
it's going tobe a long, hard summer
for the employees who manage the
state’s surface water, 19 people in
five field offices. These are the state's
water cops, measuring water flows
through more than 180 gauges on
streams and canals and monitoring
irrigators who use that surface wa-

té_(r)cd surface irrigation acres —
o r;li}peg(;d with about 43,000 acres
St 1;; or groundwater irmigation
é on (Afi(:ek, manager of the

tem and wh
must tell irriga-
tors there’s no
more water for
them.

The western third of the state is
dry, bonedry, despite halfan inchin
parts of the area Saturday. And the
parched fingers of drought reach
out across the state, worrying irri-
gation district leaders and farmers
and state government staff.

The Platte River, already criss-
crossed with sandbars, looks like it
normally does in a very dry late Au-

st, said Ann Bleed, deputy direc-
tor of the Department of Natural
Resources.

The North Platte River is nor-
mally flowing strong atthe stateline
in mid-May, about 500 cubic feet of
water per second. This year it isa
trickle, about 4 cubic feet per sec-
ond, because the irrigation districts
that draw from the river haventyet
asked for storage water from reser-
voirs to the west 10 be released.
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1 ake McConaughy lowest in 45 years

said Central General Manager Don
Kraus. “Central has been in a con-
servation mode since last fall inan
effort to maximize the amount 0
storage water behind Kingsley
Dam, but even conservative releas-
es to meet downstream needs for
water have not offset the low in-
flows.”

Anderson said the district is the
middle of a multi-million project 10
reline its main canal and install 15
miles of pipeline as part of a water
conservation program. He said
farmerswhorelyon irrigation water
are not going o have pay more forit
this year.

The biggest impact will be on
recreation. Central officials say Lake
McConaughy will drop by 20 feet
from now until Labor Day and that
will put a lot of boat ramps out of
service and expose more miles of
beach. Lake McConaughy has

white-san

oo

ertaking:

Workers for
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R o> Il 5" @ welin a field
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BY ALGIS J. LAUKAITIS
Lincoin Journal Star
Lake McConaughy, the state’s
largest reservoir, last week was atits
lowest level in 45 years.
The Central Nebraska Public
Power and Irrigation District, which

M
Water levels low

Wate is low in three reservoirs In Wyoming (the pathfinder, Glendo
and Guernsey). which store water for irfigators in Nebraska. Snow
melt from the mountains feeds the [eservoirs; which flow into the

REPUBLICAN River case drove home one

- that high concentrations of irri
stream flows. Now th

ruse the river, Of

oining aquifers.

ublican River lawsuit, of course, 15 not the only

The Rep
signal that t’s time to upda ka water law. The pro-

liferation of irmi
down elsewhere,
on our streams an

North Platte River then into the irrigation canals of western Nebraska.
The reservoirs provide irrigation water directly or indirectly to 670,000
acres of cropland, about 10 percent of Nebraska’'s jmgated land.

water in Lake McConaughy to meet
jrrigation demands this year, but
the amount of water coming in
from Colorado and Wyoming will

Glendo
Reservoir

pathfinder
Reservoir

Spring is normally when inflows
into Lake McConaughy are at their
highest. Meltin snow in the higher
elevations O Colorado and
Wyoming flow into the lake via the Lake
North Platte and South Platte rivers. McConaughy
But this year there just hasn't been \
that much snow in the mountains.

“Colorado — the snowpack be-
Jow 9,000 feet has melted already.”
said Central spokesman Tim An-
derson, who toured both states re-
cently. “Wyoming— they don'thave
any snowpack left. .. it's really de-
pressing.”

Snowmelt runoff in the North
Platte River Basin is expected to be
only 29 percent of the 30-year aver-
age, Central officials say. Also,
Wyoming reservoirs on the North
platte River mnﬁe from 42 percent
1o 81 percent full.

But thi

§ year
small %) Nels :
plainin Communities ar(:en slg,
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about 105 miles of
beaches already.

wWe'll have more Square miles of
peach then they doin Hawaii," An-
derson said.

Without water from Colorado
and Wyoming, anderson said, the
only reliefis timely rains in Dawson,
Phelps, Gosper and Kearney coun-
ties, where farmers use Lake Mc-
Conaughy water 10 irrigate their
Crops.

Reach Algis J. Laukaitis at 473-7243 or
alaukaitis@iwmalstar.com
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need irrigation 10 survive west 0
Lincoln, the water watchers start
worrying when Wyoming doesn't
get much snow.

“we know it will e dry in the
panhandle. There is just no ques-
tion about that,” said Bl

. . ,
.in which. they tate’s v
shows the flow on certain days in

resources 10 produ | yéar after year while preserv-
ing surface water and groundwater resources for future

generations.
" Geveral years ago, State Sen. Ed Schrock of Elm Creek

assembled 2 task force tO address water issues. That
oup’s work was suspended rarily while the

tempo .
Republican River lawsuit was decided, but it's time to
return to Work.

ril was the seventh-lowest since
scientists began measuringin 1934.
Water supply to the Interstate
Canal, eeds the Pathfinder
Trrigation District and is used for
100,000 acres of Nebraska crop-

Central officials say Lake Mc-
Conaughy is about two-thirds full
with about 1.1 million acre feet of

a drought. However Anderson said,
officials don't know if the area is in
the third year of 2 three-year

water.
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It is difficult to imagine Nebraska without its network
of canals or circles of irrigation pivots allowing farmers 10
produce tremendous agricultural wealth.
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of their most precious resources: water.
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Pumpkin Creek Then...

Pumpkin Creek
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Pre - LB 962 Conditions

Ground Water Management Areas

U 8 st Vs se
Revised by Jenniter J. Schellpeper, Decamber 2005
For further information contact wour loca NRD ofice

ST %5 85 St o532 5

ﬁ{_;_._'

e | |4
il

1
N |
1 i S i
e

EIEatiEs

A
1]
-‘ - T

LEGEND

| MountainiCentral Time Line
|| EastWest Range Divide

[] County Boundaries i - 4 [y AMDDEE [ L} 15 ‘% P50 o NI e D PRSI | R it e o, e em U ’
] Township-Range Boundaries RN TEN | ek L] NS o, : " T e QT A N O ol %‘E’ =MAH &?’?

Cooperative Agreement Boundary

Central Platte {6/1/88)Qqg*
1 Central Platte moratorium area
CJ  Lewis and Clark
B Bazile Triangle (10/01/2004)g . it | ™ 2 ) T g
[ Little Blue (1A/57)Qg* ST n R : = .1 R R A 2
Superior-Hardy (2/1380)*
Lower Big Blue (2/3/97)q
Lower Elkharn (1/1/97)q

Lower Loup (1/1/02)q B Nemaha (8/11/99)q
Lower Niobrara (7 /1/96 1 North Platte™(7/10/96)Qq* . ,
Lower Platte Nogh (1f133?)q E==1  Pumpkin Creek (321/01)1 E=D  Twin Platte moratorium area Q = Quartity managerrert area

isco- : Upper Big Blue (3/23/93)g™# q= Qualty management area
L Platte South (8/13/96)0 =1 Lisco-Oshkosh-Lewellen (10/1/99)q —1 pperoig AU (ranage
g R:pjblis:nm((BQ;fDEx))J*q South Platte™(11/7/02)Qg * MM Ulper Blg Blhe (128/77)3 )~ Jon! DNRINRD nagrated manegerment ar

J=Joint DNR/INRD integrated management area
. & e = Moratori wel| it t f dat

55N Superior-Hardy (2/1380) Lodgepole Creek (1147/02) 1 UpperElkhom (B/30/97)q m= Moratorium on new well pemmits current as of map date .

| Middle Niobrara (1/1/00)q F Sidney (12/10/90)q

: Y it a” *= Special Protection Area (SPA) water well construction
n g Epper :'0}”2 Ir.a N:Etfo,gg??a*?:;fzﬂsp# perrrits required after July 19, 1996
] ' ican™ Sk East Lodgepale Valley (9/10/98 pper mepublcan q #= Suhdistrict areas also subject to this designation
= Mldgéed T{Siﬁlgil_lf-ﬁtlh(sglfg)g?;gﬂ?mow Deuel Cogun?[y (2!13!9%](3 ) Upper Republican (8/1/77)Q = Management area designated for information and education

I Tri-Basin (11/15/89)q (9/15/04)Q*
£ Tri-Basin moratarium area

NEBRASKA-

Good Life, Great Wator

DEFT. OF HATURAL RESOURCES



A New Vision
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LB 962

LEGISLATIVE BILL 962 , —
Lo 952 ue 982 AN ‘ | ® ReglJIa_ted by NEDNR
—— T e * Prior appropriations

ECOHL SESEICH

, * FiIrstin time is first in right

FIHEL EELARDTIHE

Introdacsd by Hatursl Rssources Comulcoes:

Schreck, 38, Chailrpsrsoen: Frisnd., 10: Jonss, 43:
Exemer, 24: Loudsn, 4% Predstsr, 5: Stuhr, Z4:; and
Equilsr, 35: Babker, 44: Beutler, IE: Broms, 23
Excwn, L@ Burling, ¥3: Combka, 31: Cudaback, IE:
Erdmsn, 47: Jenasn, ZI0: Jchne=n, I7: Landi=,6 4E:

L. Federpon. 42: Frics. Z6: Esikss,. Z5: Schimsk, I7:
SBtuthusn, IZ: Sshebesin, 2

Rsad Eirsk tlms Jeoascy 9, 3004

Cormlttes: Hatursl FEspourssa

POR EH ACT relating to natural resourcsa:; to smsnd ssctiome 2-1586,

45-229.03, 45-2,127, 44-£08, 46-651,

o e e Too " N« Regulated by NRDs
- Comected ™ » Correlative rights
« Share and share alike

NEBRASKA-

Good Life, Great Wator

DEFT. OF HATURAL RESOURCES



Surface and Groundwater Management
Boundaries

S~ Upper ~ Miobrara AEIEE

S — . Niobrara-White”” -

P t Cwer
Platte

South Platte T _Tw| A Pla_t g e _ b 7 . g g North

™ o el .,

Lower
Flatte
South

Central
- Platte

Upper hith A . .ﬁ_h
F':E[::- ublican Middle .

Republican i ema ha ™

LEI'IIF.IE!r _, " : -
'‘Republican_ .| . . ] Y

Good Life, Great Wator

DEFT. OF HATURAL RESOURCES



LB 962

Gooad Life. Great Wator,

DEFT. OF HATURAL RESOURCES



LB 962

Nov. 3, 2004
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Early Days of Implementation




Early Implementation Issues
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New Laws and Tools Added

Republican River Water Supply Lvaluation and Required Actions
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Middle Period of Implementation
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New Laws and Tools Added

LEGISLATIVE BILL 764
Approved by the Governor March 17, 2010

Introduced by Fischer, 43.

FOR AN ACT relating to the HNebraska Ground Water Management and Protection
Act; to amend section 46-717, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
and section 46-715, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2009; to change
provisions relating to integrated management plans; to harmonize
provisions; and to repeal the original sections.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. Section 46-715, Revised Statutes Supplement, 2009, 1is
amended to read:

46-715 1) (1) (a) Whenever the Department of Natural Resources
has designated a river basin, subbasin, or reach as overappropriated or
has made a final determination that a river basin, subbasin, or reach
is fully appropriated, the natural resources districts encompassing such
river basin, subbasin, or reach and the department shall jointly develop
an integrated management plan for such river basin, subbasin, or reach. The
plan shall be completed, adopted, and take effect within three vyears after
such designation or final determination unless the department and the natural
resources districts fjointly agree to an extension of not more than two
additional vears.

b A natural resources district encompassin a river basin
s ' or reach that has not been designated as overappropriated or

has not been finally determined to be fully appropriated may, jJointly
with the department, develop an integrated management plan for such river
basin subbasin or reach located within the district. The district shall
notify the department of its intention to develop an integrated management
plan which shall be developed and adopted according to sections 46-715
to 46-717 and subsections 1 and 2 of section 46-71B. The objective

of an integrated management plan under this subdivision is to manage such

river basin, subbasin, or reach to achieve and sustain a balance between
water uses and water supplies for the lon term. If a district develops

an integrated management lan under this subdivision and the department
subsequentl determines the affected river basin subbasin or reach to be
fully appropriated t and the affected raeasources district

may amend the integrated management plan.

(2) In developing an integrated management plan, the effects of

existing and potential new water uses on existing surface water appropriators
and ground water users shall be considered. An integrated management plan
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The Role of Science and Data

Collection




Stream Flow and Surface Water

Use Monitoring
NERR NEBRASKA

DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DEPT. OF NAT

06459025 - Niobrara River near Nenzel

Latitude: 42.80469° N
Longitude: 101 12290° W
Station Type: Stream
oS Wall Philip REDEMVA I River Basin: Niobrara River
. R —.  Murd aaa Source: NeDNR
Satellite §  Kadoka g o @ Chamberl

- ROSEBUD
Nebraska Acc DCECEJA-,,ON

X AND Daily Data Measurement/Shift Data Hydrographic Reporis Rating Curve Station Description
Winner
o

x 05/11/2022 to 05/18/2022 Get Graph Data

18/2022 12:30 ) Currently data is available for the past two years, in one year intervals

Nebraska Interactive Streamgage Map

North Platte River

— Provisional Data Subject to Revision —

Instantaneous Discharge
06459025 - Niobrara River near Nenzel

National
Collins Grassland
(o}

Ste:Iin
reland 9
0

Discharge, cubic feet per second
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enver __
O 0

Aurora
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y§z00gle 5 B - ice Possible - Equipment Malfunction
- Seasonal -Rating in Development
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Groundwater Monitoring (NRDs)

Groundwater-Level Changes in Nebraska - Spring 2021 to Spring 2022

® Daily recorder

® Hourly real-time recorder Rise in feet Decline in feet

«  Spring/Fall observation | 1ol | to 2
2105 2105
| 51010 5to 10

I 10 to 15

< +/- 1 foot
Sparse data

- Surface water
For an explan
map, see the 20 (1 foot = 3048 meters)

Level Monitori For an Erlr:'n".'..!.'auﬂmr.r{f'l.r:!,lrr}rmuumr Ir:'rf.*.'.'f.t.'a&'d o This School of Natural Resources (hitp:/snr.unLedu)
A map, see the 2022 Nebraska Statewide Groundwaler- Institute of Aericulture and Natural Resources

Level Monttoring Report, avatfable for download at University of Nebraska-Lincoln Central Mebraska Public Power and
go.unl.edu/groundwater Irmgation District

Aaron Young, Survey Geologmst, TS0

Mark Burbach, Water Levels Program Supervisor, TS

—_—
——

COMNSERVATION AND SURVEY DIVISION (http://snr.unl.edw'csd) Data provided by:

Mebraska Matural Resources Dhstricts

LS. Geolomcal Survey
Mebraska Water Science Center

L_S. Bureau of Reclamation
K.ansas-Mebraska Area Office

%ﬁg;ﬂ}%:ﬂﬂ Conservation and Survey Division,

Umversity of Mebraska - Lincoln A

N W, School of Natural Resources

CONSERVATION AND
The University of Nebraska-Lincoin does not discnminate based on gender, age, disablify SURYEY DIVISION
race, color, religion, martal status, veteran's stalus, national or athnic ongin, or sexual orie

February 2023

L e s pilla: mi
School of Narural Resources LS I.-l. -1 |

The Unversly of Mebraska-lincaln does nod discriminate based on gandsr. age, disahily, Disclaimer: groundwater-level changes on thes map are depicted at 8 small scale.
race, color, relgion, mantal slatus, velerans stalus, nalisral or elfmic ongin, or Sexusl arentalion. They are intended to provide only a general overview of regional vanation. | ESOURCES.




GW Model Areas

B Blue Basin Model [/ CENEB Model | UNW Model

- Nemaha Model - LPMT Model - WWU Model
~_ COHYSTModel [ RRCA Model NEBRASKA-
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INSIGHT
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An Integrated Network of Scientific Information & GeoHydrologic Tools

HOME ABOUT MODELING DATA STREAM GAGING GROUND WATER

Sioux Falls

Madison
- - Grand

o ——

Niobrara Missouri Tributaries

Milwaukee

Elkhorn low 2 Chicago
LOUP Des Moines 3

~ Upper Platte

={l[ss/i4 Demand Nature & Extent of Use

Basin water supplies represent the
streamflow water supply that is
available for total use within a river

16.000.000 — basin or subbasin. Eafu.:h basin has its
own temporal scale with some
14,000,000 historical data going back to 1988. If
12 000,000 — no surface water or groundwater use
was occurring by humans in a basin,
10,000,000 - the basin water supply would be
8 000.000 : represented by the streamflow data
captured at a streamflow gaging
6,000,000 station. However, streamflow is
4.000.000 — impacted by human activitiy, therefore,
to calculate a total basin water supply,
2,000,000 four water supply components are
0 , : | | 1 , , added together. These four water L

BIG BELUE ELEHORN LITTLE ELUE LOUP LOWER PLATTE MISSOURI NIOBRARA UFPPER PLATTE supply components include:
TRIBUTARIES *

ﬂ & @ Chart: Precipitation Rates and Volumes by Basin ¥ Season: Annual Supply

15,000,000 =

Wolume of Precipitation (Acre-F eet)
Rate of Precipitation {Inches/ ear)

N - - - Wilator
Volume of Precipitation (Acre-Feet) [l Rate of Precipitation (Inches/Year) :

SOURCES




Decision Support Tool

What is DSS?

)SS Public Dashboard

*All data on this page are provisional and subject to revision. Data displayed below is the best available but please be aware that it can be affected by ice conditions, equipment malfunctions, and/or telemetry complications.*

@ . NEBRASKA- i o

‘ DSS Water Administration Dashboard _ Vaasy R
DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Lake McConaughy Reservoir Overton Instream Flow Odessa Instream Flow Grand Island Instream Flow Duncan Instream Flow North Bend Instream Flow Louisville Instream Flow

6/25/2023 - Provisional

55.2%

962,000 AF/1,743,000 AF

6/25/2023 - Provisional

5260 cfs

0ds 600 cfs

USGS Flood
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National Forest |

|
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!
e

o9
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—=

0 cfs

6/25/2023 - Provisional

1000 cfs

DNR

—l USGS Flood

(i Niobrara .+

“Wationd!
Scanic River
-4
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— R B, -
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— (@@\/g:‘_fl ,

)

‘Hastings |
-

6/25/2023 - Provisional

0 cfs 1000 cfs

6/25/2023 - Provisional

6/25/2023 - Provisional

4990 cfs
0 cfs 1000 cfs
5‘ USGS || Flood

5650 cfs
0 cfs 1800 cfs
—l USGS || Flood

§| USGS Flood

6/25/2023 - Provisional

0cfs 3700 cfs

Grand Island USFWS Target Flow - Provisional

Actual: 5000 cfs

Target: 800 cfs

Hydrologic Condition on 6/25/2023: Dry

A-18922: Cozad Canal from Platte
River - Close

A-18923: Orchard-Alfalfa Canal
from Platte River - Close

Excess Flow Permits

911

Latest Administration

Closed
®

A-18924: Thirty Mile Canal from Platte
River - Close

A-19899: Tri-County Canl from Platte
River - Close

A-19900: Dawson County Canal
from Platte River - Close

A-19901: Gothenburg from Platte
River - Close

A-19902: Paxton-Hershey Water

Company from North Platte River
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Drought Monitoring

Lower Platte Drought Monitor Dashboard ’iEBRA_SKA\ muz;zs

Percent Area by Drought Category _ U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM) Category by Date Daily Mean Discharge for Platte River near Ashland, Nebr.
s D14.34%
D3 1625% I ' 6 O 0 Cfs
D258.51% S0
I I Elkhomn Rivar Loup River
PDSI - Platte River near Ashland, Nebr. SPI - Platte River near Ashland, Nebr.
6/26/2023 62612023
s
5 g
Bs508 %
ey (Ve
US. Drought Monitor  Palmer Drought Standardized Platte River near Ashland Flow Receasion Chart _ o SOSEE
1289 (USDM) Description  Severity index (PDSI) Precipitation Index (SP1) = Catagory Classification M-Aﬁwm__&
"’"g';""’ 1.0t0-1.9 051007 E"';q""" 20 0rless
ST R . Very Dry 15t0-199
201029 081012 ,
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WE’"‘"" 40t0-49 161019 m.du..l,m o
Exceptional Drought -5.00rleas 20o0rless Very Wet 15t01.99
| Ec:;\dy 2.0 or grester
Jun 25 un28 ul nia k7 nd10 213 Jl 16 Jui 19 a2 adzs Julze Jul 33 Aug Aug & Augy Aug 12
Daily Mean Discharge at Ashland

15k
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Benefits of Integrated Management
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Integrated Management Is Held up as Model of
Effective Water Management
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PUMmps into son of 1(S)Snlloé?he ; IIH_I ThOnl]On_' win aPPTO\E;:F Vf,its more Wiil’ B Feb. 23. Similar lawsuits against were developed by indivit 7 : . T € ould t!
said he wag found of fund; enthe next & {he Central Platte, South Platte  NRDS, plus all NRDs working ( e el e have to provideo set wa- regulation of water users. .
available, 8 becomes BE . and North Platte NRDs have gether were required to devel: wasnt agreed to. Because they ter to the river, and we don't  “Going to regulations is omX
been dismissed in other district oped a Platte River Basin-wide wanted a higher level of say 1n  have 2 lake sitting out there. nous and we are we arg doing
cou{;%. : [MP. This five-year process in- tsgg(gs‘;vﬁg?tytﬁ%k (\:l(futl(()l Cr‘l)(\)ltrtggi There is n(i extra wa'ltfr because eved thlifng we cannot to,” M('iller
“What it amounts t0 was that volved many public hearings, : someone eise owns the water in said. “ users have to re€ uce
idn’'t get what they want- listening 10 those impacted by thgough the public process Lake McConaughy. We have to their consumptive use, we
water regulation, known as . Obviously we ar® pleased find ways to better use what we that's an impact we don’t want
with the outcom®, ;’“&;"%ﬁ{g&‘g& have 1c{)r e&m(i:nate exrilstmg uses.” tocauseto producers and to this
Lake McConaugiy is man- area.”
Less water use means 1ess

they d
ed,” said Twin Platte NRD gen-

eral manager Kent Miller. The stakeholders. ;

Twin Platte NRD serves Lincoln  “The lawsuits against the sgr;{mse_d t’)elca\(llsth Elie st

County and the <urrounding NRDs Were unnecessary an thed aau, m\oget e public and  aged by

pointless from the very begin- » donedw,lf% e viere sup(i nounced

posed to do. The COUFES agreed  gnowmelt and rainfall has filled
the reservoir and the federal culture economy here,” he sald.
“We are continuing to work on

d it's unfortunate that Wwith that,” Miller said.
reservoirs on the North Platte
the integration plan and we

counties.
Prior to 2004, the regulation of ning anc
~and ground water taxpayer do%llars had t&) be sp%léi
them,” sal Dean Ed-
Back to work River in Wyoming. Last week, of-
ficials said that seasonal runoff think we will be successful.
] Click on this story at nptele- .

surface water
was done by two separate agen- defending
son, executive director of the
Association of Re- with the lawsuits behind
them, NRDs are back to work might fill the reservolr faster
' release it t0 their graph.com to post your comments,
e-mail diane.wetzel@nptele- :

the CNPPID, which an-
last week that corn production, Miller noted.
“We need to protect this ag;‘i-

Colorado, K

, Kansas, Nebraska

a l come to : .
greement after years of litigation Republican River Compact

News
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cies. Ground water was re at-

ed by NRDs, surface water by the Nebraska

state Department of Natural Re- sources Districts in a press Ire-

2004, the Nebraska lease this week. ” s have tak- implementing their IMPs. than they can
in accor- “The plans have 10-year hydro plants. On Feb. 28, or
Jler explained, CNPPID began releasing water graph.com.

gources. In
Legislature passed legislation re- en the proper actions
dance with state law by working benchmarks,” Mi
PETTLS S RCESR

quiring integrated management
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THANK YOU

Jesse Bradley, Deputy Director

Jesse.Bradlev@nebraska.qgov
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