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Drought in perspective
Conditions one year ago 
in Nebraska:
- Almost 100% of state in 
drought.
- Conditions worst in 
northeast NE. 

NEBRASKA STATE CLIMATE 

OFFICE

Source: https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/maps/



Drought in perspective
Conditions now in 
Nebraska:
- 24.5% in drought
-Significant improvement 
in western and north 
central NE
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Source: https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/maps/



Drought in perspective
- Drought conditions have 
improved considerably in 
most of the state over the 
past year
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Source: https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/maps/
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Soil moisture in mid-April NEBRASKA STATE CLIMATE 

OFFICE



VegDRI comparison NEBRASKA STATE CLIMATE 

OFFICE
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El Nino likely has peaked. Expected to persist into the spring and 
transition to neutral or weak La Nina by summer 2024.
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Spring outlook NEBRASKA STATE CLIMATE 

OFFICE

Warmer than average and above average precipitation favored by 
CPC. 
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Warmer than average and above average precipitation favored by 
the NMME
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If past history is any guide, we would have increased chances for a 
wetter spring. Warmer than average favored. 



2016 vs. 2010 spring precip NEBRASKA STATE CLIMATE 
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Spring 2016 much wetter than 2010. 



2016 vs. 2010 spring temps NEBRASKA STATE CLIMATE 
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Both were mild in our area. Very different western U.S. 
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CPC not showing a strong signal on temperature but expecting a 
better chance of drier conditions. 
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Columbia IRI model drier in western U.S. 
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If past history is any guide, we would also have increased chances 
for a wetter summer. Warm signal. 



2016 vs. 2010 summer precip NEBRASKA STATE CLIMATE 
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Summer 2010 wetter overall. 
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CPC not showing a strong signal on temperature but expecting a 
better chance of drier conditions. 



2016 vs 2010 summer temps NEBRASKA STATE CLIMATE 
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Comparable temps in our area. 
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2010 had a lot more hail than recent years in NE and more 
concentrated in June. 2016 in line with recent years. 
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Find me on: Market Journal on Saturday mornings, Crop Watch podcast, and 

Nebraska State Climate Office website 


